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PAUL R. CONNOLLY 


By J; Y. Smith; 

Washington Post Staff Winter 
Paul R. Connolly,56, a Partner in 
the noted Washington law firm of .Wil- 
liams & Connolly, died yesterday at 
Georgetown University Hospital foL- 
' • lowinga heart aitack. 

Like E dward ennett Williams, wh6 
f is regarded as one of the leading" crim- 
inal lawyers im the'nation^JVir. Con- 
nolly was a trial lawyer. Like Wih 
liarnSj he defended many X persons 
charged with criminal offenses. But 
* his specialty was civil litigation. In 
the 30 years that he practiced here, he 
tried cases ranging from personal 1 in- 
juries and contracts to antitrust mat- 
ters and the Alaska pipeline. 

Mr. Connolly and Williams became 
partners in 1967. One was expert in 
criminal law, the other ip civil law, 
and their firm was capable of any 
kind of trial work. 

In 1971, they were joined by Joseph 
A. Calif ano Jr., who had been Presi-j 
dent J ohnson’s chief adviser on do- 
mestic affairs and who now is secre- 
tary of Health, Education and Wei- 
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fare. Califano; the * 17th lawyer to join 
the firm, concentrated on Corporate 
affairs, and.the scope of legal services 
offered by (what was . then known as 
Williams, (Copriptiy &. Calfiano ex- 
panded. VViniams & Connolly, which 
Includes^Tlie Washington P$st among 
ii$ chehts; no w . has more; thjin 50 law- 
:;‘ybrs; : .. ' 
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Both Williams and Califano cred- 
ited Mr. Connolly with a mp or .'-role in 
this growth. . ,/ it 

£ ‘‘He made a;ttemehd6u| ; contribu- 
tion, Williams , said. “I regarded him 
as one of the finest lawyers I ever 
knew.” ( . - ; M . 

(In human terms, he was the most 
decent person I ever met,” Cklifano 
said. “He loved to litigate, he loved 
the law. In the law firm, he was the 
glue in terms of keeping everybody 
together.” 

Associates described Mr. Connolly 
as a perfectionist gvho tried leach case 
as if it was to be hh last. fe * ; ; : f 

Among his more publicized cases 
was the defense of Otto Kerrier, for- 
mer governor j ypfj Illinois and then a 

V-V '■ y' =L ■ XJr • :/ * 


THE WASHINGTON POST Friday, July 14, 1*78 


Cll 



U.S. Court of Appeals judge. Kerrier 
and Theoddr^trrisaassj' wtid' MdTjden" 
Illinois state revenue director,- were 
convicted of bribery, conspiracy and 
related charges in copnection with a 
scheme ini which they ,werlY said to 
have bought race track stock at favor- 
able terms Snd then granted favors to 
the track owners. 

He won a .case before the U.S. Su- 
preme Court in which he represented 
Maryland colleges ' with church con- 
nections. The American - Civil Liber- 
ties Union had challenged the Mary- 
land state practice of providing finan- 
cial aid to these institutions. The 
ACLU said that such aid violated the 
doctrine of 'separation of church, and 
state. _ ....... 

■ In a case involving ownership of a 
device that separated the meat from 
chicken necks, Mr. Cohnoliy ' sug- 
gested that inemberS of the 5 jury be 
permitted to ask questions about how 
■it worked. The court agreed to this 
novel suggestion. Mrf -Connolly’s 
client won. hug . ,> . 

Mr. Connolly was not In . awe of 


judges. A judge in the U.S. District 
^Court in Washington twice overruled 
— him in a case involving a contract, 
and then said: 

“The court is watching you, Mr. 
4 ...Contiolly^. v •! 

“Mir. Connolly is watching (the 
"court, 1 ' Mr. Connolly replied. ^ 


have really been ashamed to be ah 
American,” he told People magazine^ 
in 1975. r "3 

“People cowered hy the? side of ifie* 
road. Many of them were badly dis- 
figured with large sores rupning^oh 


Paul Raymond Connolly was born 
in Baltimore on? June 28, ; 1922, He 
remamed. a devout member, of The 
Catholic, Church throughout his life. 
Respite the hard times of the Great- 
Depression, he was able to go to 
Loyola College in Baltimore and 
graduated in 1943. 

He entered the Navy and is believed 
to have been the first American offi- 
cer to visit Hiroshima after it whs 
devastated by the atomic bomb on 
Aug; 6, 1945, in the closing days of 
World War II. Mr. Connolly, a lieuten- 
ant aboard the destroyer John Pierce, 
arrived in the^city ^Aug. - 15; the day 
after the Japanese surrender. It was 
an experience he often recalled in 
"later years, j 5$ 

“It was the bnly time in my life I 
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yourself, ‘these are human beings and ' 
v . we’ve done this’. ,\...No one who has 
: seen the results of an jatoftirtc bqmb 
; could consider using it again, " he sa|d. 

1 Mr. Connolly ' entered Georgetown 
University Law School after his dis- 
charge from the Navy. There he met 
Edward Bennett Williams, who taught 
a course that Mrl - Corinolly took. Wil- 
liams recruited hirmfor: the prestigi- 
ous Washington law firm of Hogan. & 
Hartsoffj and Mr. Connoll^r.went to - 
Work the're in->1948. Williams himself 
was just settingup his own practiced * 
Mr. Connolly remained with Hogan 
& Hartson -until he' resigned to join 
Willlanis. r.iJifa-tf.. 

Mr.. Connolly was a ' former chkl^-. 
mah . of the litigation section' 0f the 
American Bar Association; La'st‘ 4 y^r 
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Trial Lawyers find a formed adjufc,... 

, professor of law at Georgetown Upi- 

yersiiy. 4 * 1 ' '■*$'* ■' - ■" • KaiMw**? 

ffe also was a member of, the Metrii- 
IM Chev/ Chase, George ToWhV 
.RnhiM^mj and Mid-Ocean fciubsv* ' 





